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HISTORY ABOUT ROGER D. COLBERT
AND THE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Roger D. Colbert was born August 23, 1948 in Sparta,
lllinois and passed away on March 15, 2003. Roger —
nicknamed “Bubba” - was a true husband, father,
grandfather and friend. He believed in getting involved
and helping others. Roger joined the Millstadt Jaycees
in April 1975. He served as State Director and two
terms as Local President. After his second term in
1982, he served the lllinois Jaycees as District Director
and Region Director of the Mississippi Valley Region. In 1988, Roger served
as Area Vice President of the lllinois Jaycees followed by the appointed
position of On-To Chairman of the lllinois Jaycee delegation to the Louisville
National Convention.

Roger received JCI Senatorship #38086 in May 1985. He immediately
became active in the lllinois JCI Senate. He served two terms as Mississippi
Valley Region Director followed by one term each as Administrative Vice
President, Management Vice President, Assistant to the President, State
President and Chairman of the Board. Roger also served as Senate On-To
Chairman for the Greensboro, SC National Convention in 1992 and the
Dayton, Ohio National Convention in 2001. As a member of the lllinois
Senate, he served on the Life Account Committee including one year as
Chairman. Roger was appointed as the Ambassador to Canada for four years
by the US JCI Senate. During this time, Roger also served as a member and
advisor on the lllinois Jaycee Charitable Foundation Board of Directors.

Roger worked at General Motors for 35 years as a spot welder and team
leader. He was a U.S. Navy veteran and belonged to VFW Post 502 in
Millstadt where he served as Commander. Roger’s loves were the Jaycees,
golf and NASCAR. He often traveled to races to cheer his favorite driver —
Rusty Wallace.

Upon Roger’s untimely death, his family named the lllinois Jaycee Charitable
Foundation as one of his memorial recipients. As the result of a $1,400
donation made in Roger’'s name, the Foundation decided to honor Roger with
a scholarship named on his behalf. Therefore, the Roger D. Colbert Memorial
Scholarship Award was established beginning in 2004. Originally, two
graduating seniors from lllinois were to receive a $500 scholarship to the
education institution of their choice during their first year of college.

In order to maintain financial support for the scholarship fund, the lllinois
Jaycee Charitable Foundation established the annual Roger D. Colbert
Memorial Golf Tournament, commonly called the “Bubba Bash”, to be held on
the last Saturday of June at Roger's golf course in Millstadt where he played
and worked as a course marshal. This golf outing is the sole means of
providing funds for all future scholarships. There are several ways in which
local Jaycee chapters, region organizations, JCI Senate organizations, local
businesses or individuals can contribute to the success of this worthwhile
event. Naturally, participation in the golf tournament is one but the main
source of revenue is through hole sponsorships and individual donations. Any
donation of $50 will qualify the donor as a hole sponsor. All donations are
made through the Foundation which is credited towards qualifying the donor
as a Contributing Member of the lllinois Jaycee Charitable Foundation.
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